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Tue R.S.P.C.A. AND VIVISECTION. 


The 87th annual meeting of the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was held 
on Friday, May 19th, and the Society had a narrow 
escape of being turned into an anti-vivisection 
body. 
When the election of Council was reached the 
Hon. Stephen Coleridge moved that two members 
of Council should be excluded from re-election— 
Lord Cheylesmore and Mr. Stewart Stockman. The 
complaint against Lord Cheylesmore was that he 
was a Vice-president of the Research Defence 
Society. The objection to Mr, Stockman was that 
he held a licence under the Vivisection Act. Now 
Lord Cheylesmore is well known as devoting a 
good deal of time and energy to the humane treat- 
ment of animals. In addition to his connection 
with the R.S.P.C.A. and the Research Defence 
Society, he is is a leading spirit on the Metropolitan 
Drinking Fountains Association, and we believe a 
Governor of more than one hospital, and yet this 
narrow minded clique would deprive the R.S.P.C.A. 
of the services of a man specially able and willing 
to assist in preventing cruelty. 

Mr. Stewart Stockman is the scientific adviser 
of the Board of Agriculture, a good sportsman, 
and a most humane man. His vivisection consists 
in such operations upon animals as are necessary 
to investigate disease. His work on Swine-fever, 
Anthrax, Contagious Abortion, and Canine Dis- 
temper has been altogether in the direction of con- 
trolling animal disease and suffering, and yet the 
R.S.P.C.A. is asked by such persons as Mr. Stephen 
Coleridge and Lady Pender to deprive itself of his 


help. 

The worst of it is that the anti-vivisection party 
showed such strength in the voting that an addi- 
tion of four or five votes would have carried the 
motion to exclude Lord Cheylesmore and Mr. 
Stockman. It may be prophesied with certainty 
that they will try again, and that they will neglect 
no means of getting a majority. Control of this 
old Society is worth fighting for. With an organ- 
isation extending all over the kingdom and an 
expenditure of £40,000 a year, the Society is worth 
capturing, and the anti-vivisectionists, if successful, 
would possess an instrument for proselytism more 
powerful than all their present leagues and associa- 
tions. Their power as members of the R.S.P.C.A. 
is now great, so great that they carried a resolution 
by 55 to 48 that Lord Cromer should be called upon 
“to resign the position of vice-president of this 


Society which exists for the protection of animals.” 


All persons who really have the protection of 
animals at heart, who y know what vivisection 
is under British law, and who temper their senti- 
ments with intelligence, should offer their assis- 
tance to the R.S.P.C.A. The most practical move 
seems to us to increase the number of members 
who will attend the annual meetings and give their 
support to the party pry: : good work, whilst op- 
posing the fanaticism of the screaming sisterhood. 


THe Councit ELEcTION. 


The voting papers are now amongst us, and the 
election, though politically quiet, is nevertheless 
distinctly an interesting one. Fourteen candidates 
are competing for eight vacancies, so we have no 
lack of choice. Eight of the competitors are retir- 
ing members, and the majority of these are probably 
certain of re-election, but there are some strong 
new candidates to compete for office against them. 
Perhaps the strongest is Dr. Bradley, who would 
be a formidable opponent at any time, and who has 
just added a powerful official claim upon the 
electors to his many personal ones. There are 
other new candidates also—such as Mr. Clarkson— 
who undoubtedly possess strong recommendations 
for office; and this imparts rather an open aspect 
to the election. We anticipate the return of most 
of the old members, but it is very possible that their 
re-election will be accompanied by the introdue- 
tion of a little new blood to the Council. 

No acutely controversial question is before the 
voters, and the election is thus mainly a personal 
one. Above all things we need conscientious men 
of sound business capacity, who will not grudge the 
considerable expenditure of time which the work of 
the Council entails, and who can be trusted to 
devote their best energies to the difficult task before 
them. That task is to make the best use possible 
of an already insufficient and steadily diminishing 
income, and to make no avoidable encroachment 
upon our scanty capital. 

The Annual Report before us shows only too 
plainly that no Council will ever be able to do very 
much for us until our Bill becomes law; and the 
present Parliamentary conditions afford little hope 
of its speedy passage. In the meantime, the best 
that can be done is to stem the tide of financial de- 

ression as far as possible, and the candidates most 
likely to effect this should be chosen. Level-headed 
men, willing to give minute and continuous atten- 
tion to every detail of the work in Council and 
Committee, are needed at the present s of our 
history. There are certainly such to found 
among our fourteen candidates. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ANTHRAX IN SwIne. 


The diagnosis of anthrax in swine may be very 
difficult. As a rule the cases are those of pigs 
which have been slaughtered when ill, in which the 

st-mortem findings are practically negative. 
iin a hemorrhagic jelly-like infiltration of 
the subcutaneous tissue in the laryngeal region, 
with swelling of the neighbouring lymph-glands, is 
found. In other cases the lesions of the internal 
organs are so slight that they may easily be over- 
looked. 

Rodewald, a Prussian official veterinary surgeon, 
found a post-mortem examination of one pig 
only a s _ tumefaction of the spleen, with the 
spleen pulp dark-coloured. Microscopic examina- 
tion of smears from the spleen proved negative, and 
the presence of anthrax bacilli was only demonstra- 
ted by means of cultural experiments. 

Rodewald then undertook a series of experimen- 
tal infections of pigs. Ten pigs were infected by 
different methods, but only one of these succumbed 
to anthrax, and the post-mortem appearances in 
this animal were such that, if it had died under 
ordinary conditions, no suspicion of anthrax would 
haye arisen. Nevertheless, anthrax bacilli were 
demonstrated in all the organs. 

Three more pigs were now inoculated intra-peri- 
toneally with 5 c.c. of a fully virulent culture of 
anthrax bacilli. The animals showed no symptoms 
other than slight depression in the first 24 hours 
after the injection. One of them was killed after 
the first ae the second after the second day, and 
the third after the third day. Slight irritation of 
the peritoneum, without lesions of the organs, was 
found in the first animal. Anthrax bacilli were 
found in small numbers in the peritoneal fluid, and 
in all the organs of the 
second animal, the irritation of the peritoneum was 
still more slight, and anthrax bacilli were found 
with difficulty in the individual organs. In the 
third animal no pathological lesions could be found, 
and the microscopic results were also negative. 
Plate cultures were made from the peritoneal fluid 
of all three animals ; and while the first and second 
animals yielded numerous cultures of bacilli, only 
one culture grew from the third one. 

In consequence of these striking results, Rode- 
wald proceeded to inoculate three further pigs sub- 
cutaneously with fully virulent spleen pulp from 
freshly dead cattle. At first the pigs showed 
marked disturbance of the general condition, with 
slight fever. The site of inoculation was tender, 
cedematous, warmer than normal, and _ blood-red. 
These symptoms. however, soon disappeared; and 
the animals became healthy again in from four to 
six days. 

Finally, feeding experiments were undertaken 
with anthrax material containing spores. Before 
attempting these, the oral cavity and pharynx of 
each of the experimental animals was thoroughly 
scrubbed out with a stick to which wood-wool was 


ritoneal cavity. In the|P° 


fastened. Despite this, the experiments yielded 
negative results. 

hese experiments show that the pig possesses a 
high degree of immunity against anthrax, and that 
the pathological lesions in pigs dead of anthrax 
may be very slight—often, indeed, so slight that 
scarcely any reason for suspecting anthrax is 
present. Even the lesions of the throat and 
pharynx, which are regarded as characteristic of 
anthrax, may be absent.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


ANTHRAX IN SWINE AND ITS IMPORTANCE IN THE 
EsTaBLISHMENT OF CENTRES OF INFECTION. 

Horn, of Leipzig, describes (Zeitschrift fiir Infec- 
tions Krankh. der Haustiere) three cases of anthrax 
in swine, whose spleens and muscles had been sent 
for bacteriological investigation on account of sus- 
picion of septicemia. In two cases an intestinal 
localisation of anthrax was most probable, and a 
pharyngeal localisation in the third. 

In the first two cases at least, neither the clinical 
symptoms (according to the reports of the senders) 
nor the pathologico-anatomical findings were so 
marked as to allow anthrax to be diagnosed with- 
out further investigation. It should not be for- 
gotten here that, in meat inspection, hemorrhagic 
inflammations of the intestine are rather often 
observed in swine, and that the other lesions of 
anthrax may also be found in other septic infec- 
tions. Horn emphasises most strongly the opinion 
that the simultaneous presence of septic appear- 
ances and either hemorrhagic inflammation of the 
intestine or lesions of the mesenteric glands renders 
a microscopical investigation of the altered lym- 
phatic glands or the splenic swellings imperative— 
the other portions of the spleen may yield a nega- 
tive result, as may also the examination of the 
blood. 

Horn thinks it certain that anthrax is more 
widely disseminated in swine than is generally sup- 
sed. He has demonstrated anthrax in three out 
of twenty-three cases where the flesh and spleen 
were sent for his inspection; the proportion of 
anthrax cases thus being about 13 per cent. He 
points out that when anthrax occurs unrecognised, 
the necessary cleansing and disinfection does not 
take place, and the result is that a permanent 
source for fresh infections is established.—( Berliner 
Tier. Woch.) 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF ASCARIDES. 


It is not yet demonstrated with certainty that 
ascarides require a long time for their development 
within the intestine. Penberthy asserts that two 
weeks suffice for this. Paul Rézsa, of Sellye, now 
records (Allatorvosi Lapok) a case which supports 
this view. 

Rézsa was called to a calf of three weeks old, 
which for three days had neither taken nourishment 
nor passed fwces, and was showing colicky symp- 
toms from time to time. The temperature was 


103-4 F. Supposing that the case was one of con- 
stipation, Rézsa treated it with 10 grammes (about 
3iiss) of aloes and 100 grammes (a little over 3iij) 
of magnesium sulphate. ‘ 
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The next day more than 200 reddish-white 
ascarides of 10 to 12 inches in length (Ascaris 
vitult) were passed. The worms were glued toge- 
ther by a pasty, sticky mass; but no dung was 
evacuated with them. The impaction had thus been 
caused by the worms. 

The question now arises how completely devel- 
oped ascardes could gain the intestine of a three- 
weeks-old calf in such considerable numbers. Rézsa 
believes that there can be only one answer to this 

uestion, viz., that the calf had become infected in 
the first days of its life, most probably during suck- 
ing, by taking up the ova of ascarides with devel- 
oped embryos from the teats. In the intestine the 
ascarides then developed very quickly from the ova, 
so that two weeks afterwards they were already able 
to cause symptoms of illness by their size and 
number.—Berl. Tier. Woch. 


A Case or EXTIRPATION OF THE SPLEEN. 


H. Levens, a practising veterinarian in Goch, 
records a case of extirpation of the spleen, which he 
was able to observe in the course of practice. The 
subject was a young pig six weeks old, which he 
was asked to examine on account of a black swelling 
on the right side, which bled very easily. The 
owner’s account was that the young pig had been 
trodden upon by the mother. 

By a superficial examination Levens saw that the 
animal had a blue-red swelling, the size of a hen’s 
egg, in the region of the right flank. Closer exami- 
nation revealed the presence of a _ longitudinal 
wound in the abdominal wall, about 1 1/5th inches 
long, through which the spleen had partially pro- 
truded. The spleen was compressed between the 
lips of the wound, thus completely occluding the 
orifice. 

Levens succeeded in withdrawing the whole of 
the spleen by gradual traction upon it. He then 
ligatured the splenic vessels and totally extirpated 
the spleen. e remaining stump was then dis- 
infected with sublimate solution and returned into 
the abdominal cavity, and the abdominal wound 
was then closed with Furrier’s sutures and finally 
besmeared with Pix liquida. The wound healed 
very well, but the animal showed dulness. 

The removed organ was 1 3/5th inches in length, 
11/5th inches in breadth, and 4/10th inch in 
thickness. Its cross-section showed that the 
trabecular system was very greatly enlarged and 
that the follicles showed an extraordinary numeri- 
cal increase. No other alterations were demon- 
strable. 

Four months later the owner informed Levens 
of his intention to slaughter the pig, as it had 
developed poorly in comparison with the other 
pigs. Levens therefore took the opportunity 
of making a post-mortem examination. 

This revealed a hypertrophy of the whole of the 
lymphatic glands, attributable to their having 
assumed the functions of the spleen in the forma- 
tion of lymph-cells. The pig was backward in con- 
dition, although it had shown no symptoms of any 
illness ; and Levens infers from this that the spleen 
is not only a blood-forming organ, but also ey a 
part in digestion.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) -R.C. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners held in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow on May 12th for the 
Written, and on May 16th, 17th, and 18th for the 
Oral and Practical Examinations, the following 
gentlemen passed their Final Examination :— 


EpINnBURGH COLLEGE. 


Mr. L. A. Auchterlonie Mr. D. A. Hosford 
J. B. Idle C. Masson 
W. J. E. Mackenzie R. E. Murison 
P. B. Riley H. L. Torrance 
W. Hals W. D. Connochie 
R. Wooff 
LIVERPOOL COLLEGE. 
Mr. H. L. Sowerby. 
Guascow COLLEGE. 
Mr. P. Meikle | Mr. J. Cunningham 
H. M. Johnston 


The following passed their Third Examination : 
EDINBURGH COLLEGE. 


Mr. A. J. R. Bott Mr. J. McAfee 
Ww. Kearney W. W. Feggie 
S. Littler 


Dusiin COLLEGE. 


Mr. T. H. Kellett | Mr. R. Burris 
COLLEGE. 
Mr. R. M. Lawson Mr. D. Keir + 
A. 8S. Ferguson | J. L. Taylor 


The following passed their Second Examination ‘ 
EDINBURGH COLLEGE. 


Mr. J. B. Russell Mr. R. 8. Little 
G. Atkinson * D. Starkey 
J. W. Hayes 
Giascow COLLEGE. 
Mr. E. F. Angler | Mr. T. T. Taylor 
J. M. Dawson Q. A. Stewart 


The following passed their First Examination : 
EpinBurGcH COLLEGE. 


Mr. R. L. Cree | Mr. D. Marshall * 
A. D. Sanderson T. M. Mitchell 
J. E. Syme * J. J. Plunkett 
R. E. Bond * R. Simpson 
N. Brear B. van der Vijver 
T. Dalling * P. W. Walker 
‘J. Hatric | R. J. Forrest 
D. M. Ireland J. B. Mackie 
G. C. Lancaster | 
Giascow COLLEGE. 
Mr. E. E. McLachlan * | Mr. W. Watt 
T. M. Timoney 
Marked thus + passed with First Class Honours. 
” Second ” 
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LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on April 6th, the President, J. W. Brittle- 
bank, Manchester, in the chair. The attendance 
included Messrs. Packman, Giblin, Stent, Noel Pillers, 
Hughes, Woods, Walker, Mattinson, Henderson, 
Edwards, Price, Adamson, Wolstenholme, Bartrum, 


The quarterly meetin 


Clarkson, Munro, Noar, Taylor, Hopkins, Wilson, and 
G. H. Locke. 


Visitors: Prof. O. Charnock Bradley, P. D. Carey, 
S. E. Sampson, and C. W. Eland. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Faulkner, A. Lawson, Prof. McCall, McKenna, Hobday, 
Abson, Wharam, Sumner and Fletcher. 

Mr. TayLor moved, and Mr. Hughes seconded, that 
the minutes of the last quarterly meeting be taken as 
read. This was carried. 

The Secretary read a letter dated 30th March last 
from the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, in reply 
to a communication from the Lancashire V.M.A. re- 
specting the Anthrax Order of 1910. For the informa- 
tion of the Association copies of the forms of letter 
numbered D. 25 and D. 30 were enclosed. These are the 
forms used by the Board for the pu of communica- 
ting to the Veterinary Inspector of the Local Authority 
the result of the investigation made by a veterinary 
poy soeed of the Board in every case in which a specimen 
is forwarded to the laboratory in conformity with 
Article 5 (4) of the Order. 

The next business was to elect a Life Governor to the 
se ay Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 

iety. 

Mr. Taytor said that by virtue of a subscription of 
£10 from the Association they were allowed to nominate 
one of their members a Life Governor of the Society. 
Several members had occupied the ae and through the 
decease of the late Mr. Sam Locke they were not now 
represented among the Life Governors. He had pleasure 
in proposing that Mr. Faulkner be elected to fill the 
vacancy ; he added that his nominee was willing to 
—. Mr. Packman seconded the proposal, and it was 

carried. 


ProposED RECONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL VETERI- 
NARY ASSOCIATION AND UNION OF THE SOCIETIES. 


Mr. Locke read a letter dated 22nd February last, Mr. 
A. Gofton, Hon. Sec., to the Committee of the Socie- 
ties, enclosing a number of copies of the amended rules, 
and calling special attention to the following :—Rule 1. 
Name; Rule 2. Objects; Rule 9. Admission to Mem- 
bership; Rule 14. Divisions and Branches; Rule 16. 
Subscriptions ; and Rule 36. Council. 

Mr. E reported that this communication had 
been considered by the Council, and they recommended 
that Prof. Bradley should be asked to attend this meet- 
ing in order that he might explain why special attention 
was drawn to the rules enumerated. 

The PRESIDENT, in calling upon Prof. Bradley, said 
they were all delighted to welcome a gentleman who 
bore such an honoured name in the profession. 

Prof. BrapLeEy said he need hardly remark that it 
always gave him t pleasure to come to his native 
county, and though this was the second time he had 
come on the same business the pleasure was certainly 
not less than formerly. He could now approach the 
7 with the greater pleasure because he considered 
that the scheme, 48 now suggested, is practically with- 
out any objectionable features. Since he last appeared 
before the Lancashire V.M.A. there had been a certain 
amount of adjustment necessary in the scheme in order 
that certain interests, such as those of local Societies 


and of the National Veterinary Association, could be 
taken into full consideration. 

In essence the scheme is as it was when last before 
them—to unite all the various veterinary associations of 
Great Britain and Ireland. This was a necessity be 
thought everybody had felt, in order that machinery 
meedl be available if any movement affecting either a 

rt or the whole of the profession were needed. Pro- 
bably it was not necessary that he should go over the 
scheme in detail ; it might be sufficient if he drew atten- 
tion to those rules in which the Committee had found 
alterations expedient. 

In Rule 1 the title is extended, largely out of defer 
ence to many Societies which have the word “ medical” 
in their titles. It is therefore suggested that the name 
of the Association should be “The National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great Britain and Ireland.” 

The objects in Rule 2 were slightly extended in order 
to make some points rather clearer. He understood 
that “etc.” in the first clause of this Rule had given rise 
to a certain amount of misgiving. It was put there 
simply for the sake of elasticity, so that members of the 
Association should not be tied down to discussing what 
might be described as purely veterinary topics. 

erhaps one of the most important alterations is in 
Rule 9. Provision is made for two modes of entry to 
the Association. One is the direct, which it was hoped 
would not be taken advantage of ; the other is entrance 
through the divisions—that is, through the affiliated 
Societies. The necessity for eg in the direct 
method of entry arose from the fact that there are some 
few members of the National V.A. as it exists at the 
present time who are not members of any local Society. 

Closely =e up with the mode of admission is 
Rule 16, which deals with subscriptions. It was felt 
that an affiliation fee must be made little more than 
normal, with the result that the Committee decided 
upon one shilling per head for every subscribing member 
a division. The question has been raised whether a 
Society will be required to pay for such of its members 
as do not desire to become members of the National 
V.A. The reply was “ Yes.” But whilst on the surface 
it may appear that Societies ay Soya to pay for such 
members, it is very unlikely that such a thing will 
happen, because a member of the local Society, as com- 
pared with a non-member, saves three shillings in his 
annual subscription to the N.V.A. There is, therefore, 
an inducement to members to enter the iation 
through a local Society. 

These were the most important points, and he thought 
they were free from serious objection. He was pre- 

red to answer any questions or explain points which 
might help the members present ; but he asked that a 
decision should be arrived at that evening as to whether 
the scheme, as it now stands, is acceptable or not. It 
was desirable to get the scheme into working order, so 
that a definite report could be made to the National 
Veterinary Association meeting at Carnarvon in July. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME suggested that it would be well 
if the questions adopted by their Council were first put 
to Prof. Bradley. 

Mr. Locke said the first question was as to Rule 2 
which had already been answered. Then, secondly, as 
to what was the necessity for Rule 11; what condition 
did it intend tocover. An explanation was also desired 
on Rule 14 as to divisions and branches. 

Prof. Brapiey replied that he thought he had made 
it clear why “etc.” should be in Rule 2. As regarded 
Rule 11 there was, he said, little difference from the 
wording of a similar rule in similar Associations. There 
must be some kind of rule which will allow under excep- 
tional circumstances, which it was hoped would never 
arise, of their declining to admit a person to member- 
ship. Further, it isthinkable that a member of the Asso- 
ciation might do something which would render his 
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membership undesirable, and there must be means pro- 
vided for getting rid of such a person. Respecting 
divisions and branches, one might read instead of 
“ Divisions ” “ Affiliated Societies,” only that the latter 
title was somewhat cumbersome. Branches, of course, 
would be groups of divisions: such groups as would be 
found necessary. In England it is suggested there 
should be two groups—one for the north and another for 
the south. Scotland would form abranch. Ireland has 
a branch already. The British Medical Association, 
which is practically an affiliation of various medical 
societies, uses a similar nomenclature. It divides up the 
country into branches, and each geographical branch has 
societies or divisions. 

Mr. TayLor took exception to the term “etc.” He 
was not, he said, a member of the legal profession, but 
he thought the term might be used to cover a great 
deal, and literally translated meant “something in addi- 
tion,” whether alike or not. He suggested that Rule 
2 (1) should terminate with the words “ or allied topics.” 
He would also suggest the transposition of the words 
divisions and branches. 

Mr. HuauHeEs, s ing as a member of the Com- 
mittee who framed the Rules, said very much thought 
had been given to them, and Prof. Bradley had very 
lucidly explained the points raised at that meeting. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME said that at one time he was not 
favourably impressed with the scheme, but now he 


was. 

Mr. Woops also expressed himself satisfied. He for- 
merly had doubts as to the financial arrangements, but 
this, — as the other portions, had been effectively 
arranged. 

Mr. Matrinson was glad that the members of the 
Lancashire V.M.A. were deciding to support the scheme. 
Formerly he thought they were holding aloof. 

Mr. GrBtn took exception to the word “ medical ” in 
the title, and thought it should be left out. 

Mr. CLARKSON, another member of the Special Com- 
mittee, said there was probably more than one reason 
why the word “medical” should be retained, and he 
thought it wise to do so. 

Prof. BrapLrEy, replying, expressed gratification that 
the Lancashire V.} ea had received the Rules with such 
approbation. The difficulty suggested by Mr. Taylor, 
as regards the word “etc.” was not an insuperable one, 
and he would have pleasure in bringing it before the 
Committee. 

There are diplomatic reasons why the word “Medical” 
is putin. For instance, the members of Irish Societies 
by using the term had obtained exemption from serving 
on juries. Personally, he was in favour of keeping in 
the word, for it was likely to do more good than harm. 

As to the transposition of the title “ Divisions and 
Branches ” he said they formerly had them reversed, 
but it was thought to be more logical to work from the 
smaller to the greater. It was a matter of detail, but 
that also would be submitted to the Committee. Of 
course it will not affect the constitution, whichever way 
the titles are nsed. He azain thanked the Association. 

The PrestpDENT wished to thank Prof. Bradley for the 
time and trouble he had taken in this matter, also for 
the very complete explanations of the points brought 
forward. It was gratifying to find their Association 
practically approving in toto of the scheme submitted. 

He formally submitted the proposal made by Mr. 
Taylor. and seconded by Mr. Wolstenholme, “That the 
Lancashire V.M.A. approves of the scheme now sub- 
mitted with the suggested amendment of Rule 2 (1).” 


THE STATE CONTROL OF ANIMAL 
DISEASES. 
By A. B. Marrinsoy, F.R.c.v.8., Bamber Bridge. 


I do not pro in this paper to advance any novel 
or sensational suggestions by which all the known 
diseases of animals may at once be placed under subju- 
gation, or entirely eliminated, but rather to confine my 
observations chiefly to the diseases which are at present 
scheduled under the Contagious Diseases Animals Acts 
and Orders, and to the methods by which these Acts 
and Orders are administered. 

The following are the diseases which are up to the 
present sup to be controlled by the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries :—Rinderpest, Foot-and-mouth 
disease, Sheep scab, Sheep-pox, Glanders, Swine-fever. 
Pleuro-pneumonia contagiosa, Anthrax, Rabies, an 
Epizootic lymphangitis. 

This, of course, is by no means novel information to 
you, and I crave your indulgence for lack of originality 
in this paper, as much of it is, of necessity, copied from 
official documents, which are unfortunately generally of 
a forbidding and depressing nature. 

Various Orders of the Board of Agriculture are made 
from time to time dealing with these diseases ; the main 
features of these Orders are very similar as regards 
procedure but vary somewhat in detail according to the 
nature of the disease. So that I shall not be accused of 
directing criticism against the more ancient of these 
Orders, I propose, for the purpose of this paper, to base 
most of ny remarks on this portion of the subject on 
the most recent Order which has been issued, z.e., the 
Anthrax Order of 1910, and to quote such portions of 
it as may be necessary upon which to offer criticism or 
suggestion. 

Section 2 (1) commences : Every person having in his 
possession, or under his charge, a diseased or suspected 
animal or carcase shall with all practicable speed give 
notice of the fact toa constable of the police force for 
the area wherein the animal or carcase is.” 

To my mind this is the most crucial parapraph in the 
Order, dealing as it does with the notification of the 
disease ; without notification there can be no control, 
and one asks, and vainly awaits a satisfactory answer, 
as to why the Powers that be made it compulsory that 
notification should be made to the village constable in 
preference to the postman or the lamplighter. 

Section 2 (2) commences: The constable shall forth- 
with give information of the receipt of the notice to an 
Inspector of the Local Authority, who shall forthwith 
report the same to the Local. Authority.” 

The previous paragraph might have led one to believe 
that the police had been selected for this duty on account 
of their knowledge of animal diseases, but this para- 
graph disposes of this belief at once, and it makes the 
constable merely a conveyer of the information to the 
local authority. 

One searches in vain for any similar Orders issued by 
the Medical Department of the Local Government 
Board, although it would certainly be more reasonable 
for a householder to report that “mother’sjoy” was 
suffering from measles, particularly if the aforesaid 
householder was youthful and inexperienced and the 
village constable an elderly man with a numerous family ; 
in such a case one might imagine such an Order to 
quite useful, but in no case can one see how it is possi- 
ble to make the present system of any service under the 
Contagious Diseases Animals Acts. 

Section 4 (1) reads: An Inspector of a Local Authority 
on receiving in any manner whatsoever information of 
the supposed existence of anthrax in any animal or 
carcase, or having reasonable grounds to suspect the 
existence of anthrax, shall proceed with all practicable 
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speed to the place where such disease exists, or is sus- 
pected to exist, and shall there or elsewhere put in force 
and discharge the powers and duties conferred and im- 


posed upon him as Inspector by or under the Act of 1894 | Lod 


and this Order.” 

To the uninitiated there is nothing objectionable in 
any degree in this paragraph, and the obligation on the 
inspector to act immediately is wholly praiseworthy ; 
its pernicious character is, however, seen at once when 
it is stated that the inspector is a police inspector or, in 
many cases, a police sergeant, an although one recog- 
nises the merit which has enabled these officers to attain 
their rank it is difficult to see any relationship whatever 
between greatness of rank in “the force” and profundity 
of knowledge of animal diseases. 

Section 5 (1) orders the Local Authority to cause a 
veterinary inquiry to be made as to the correctness or 
otherwise of such information, and (2) orders the owner 
or occupier to give all reasonable facilities. 

Section 5 (3) reads: If the veterinary surgeon is satis- 
fied at the time of his examination of the anima! or car- 
case by a microscopical examination of its blood on the 
spot, or by other evidence that the animal or carcase 
was not diseased, he shall forthwith give to the Lecal 
Authority a certificate to that effect, and the Local 
Authority shall, as soon as practicable, cause a notice 
(in the form D set forth in the first schedule thereto, 
or to the like effect) to be served on the occupier of the 
premises on which the animal or carcase was.” 

Section 5 (4) reads: If the veterinary surgeon is not 
so satisfied he shall forthwith give to the Local 
Authority a certificate stating that the case is one of 
suspected anthrax. He shall also for the purpose ot 
further investigation take and examine one or more 
samples of the blood or other fluid of the animal or 
carease, or of the tissue of the carcase, as may be neces- 
sary for that purpose, and as soon as may be after exam- 
ination thereof, forward to the laboratory of the Board, 
Alperton Lodge, Wembley, Middlesex, such samples as 
may be required to enable a Veterinary Inspector of the 
Board to certify whether or not the animal or carcase 
was diseased, together with a report of his examination 
of the animal or carcase and of his further investiga- 
tion. 

There is much food for thought, and something almost 
weird about these two name. In paragraph 3 the 
veterinary surgeon is presumed to be able to diagnose 
at once if the case is not one of anthrax, and in such 
case restrictions are at an end ; it would appear to most 
observers that a person who was able to demonstrate 
with certainty the absence of a definite quality, would 
of necessity be equally able to demonstrate, or at least 
discover the presence of that quality should it be pre- 
sent, and logically that must be so. That the authori- 
ties are not of that opinion, however, is shown in para- 
graph 4as above. They hold the view that although 
the local veterinarian may detect the absence of anthrax 
he cannot detect its presence, and consequently must 
forward to them the necessary material upon which to 
make their decision. The utter absurdity of this view 
is ridiculous, but as a cold-blooded insult to the humbler 
members of the profession who do not share the mantle 
of ominpotence, which is apparently the exclusive pro- 
os: of the veterinary officers of the Board, it is difficult 
to t. 

Disregarding, however, both logic and ethics, oné may 
reasonably ask if these two pa phs are not entirely 
at variance with common sense from an administrative 

int of view; the “unenlizhtened” local veterinary 
inspector has power to declare all and sundry cases to be 
not anthrax, and may thus cause grievous risk of disease 
and death to all animals exposed to infection and to the 
persons who handle the absolved carcase ; if the powers 
of the local veterinarian must be curtailed or limited 
(with which I entirely disagree) one asks if it would not 


be better that he should only be able to declare the 
presence Of anthrax, and that it should only be allowed 
to be absent by the consent of the authorities at Alperton 


ge. 
The remainder of this Order deals chietiy with the 
dis 1 of carcases, contaminated fodder, dung, etc., 
and is not of particular interest to us professionally at 
present, as, beyond being allowed to detect the absence 
of anthrax, the veterinary surgeon is a person of small 
account in this Order, the whole of the administration 
of which, in common with other Orders of the Board, is 
placed in the hands of the police. 

In continuance of my remarks on the control of 
anthrax, I now propose to quote somewhat extensively 
from the report of the Chief Veterinary Officer to the 
Board for 1909, ¢e. previous to the passing of the Order 
which I have had under review, and in which that order 
is foreshadowed. 

In this report, page 9, line 13, commences :—“ The 
number of reported outbreaks and animals attacked 
exceeds that of the previous year by 212 and 279 re- 
spectively, but the figures only represent the cases re- 

rted as anthrax, and not necessarily those confirmed. 

‘or a number of years it has been evident from enquiries 
made at the laboratory into the diagnosis in connection 
with individual cases, that owing to the necessary pro- 
hibition against spreading infective material by cutting 
open the body of a suspect for post-mortem examina- 
tion, and the consequent necessity of depending on 
microscopical and bacteriological methods for diagnosis, 
the local veterinary inspectors working in the field have 
often had considerable difticulty in arriving at a correct 
opinion regarding the existence of anthrax in a carcase, 
and a high proportion of error has been introduced into 
the diagnosis. The great majority of errors have been 
on what is called the safe side, and it is highly probable 
that from 30 to 40 per cent. of the deaths reported to be 
due to anthrax were not really attributable to this cause. 
This, of course, does not completely dispose of the 
opinion which must arise from a comparison of the 
annual figures, that anthrax in Great Britain is very 
decidedly on the increase, if we assume that the propor- 
tion of error in diagnosis is the same each year. Such 
an assumption, however, would not be justified, and it 
would seem impossible to get at a correct estimate of 
the prevalence of anthrax without establishing some- 
thing in the nature of a central control of diagnosis for 
statistical purposes at least. To effect this certain 
modifications of the existing Order would be necessary. 
It would add a very considerable amount of extra work 
to that already placed upon the veterinary staff at the 
laboratory, but in return the statistical records would be 
compiled under a uniform system of diagnosis, and the 
Board would be put in possession of more reliable 
figures upon which to estimate the amount of anthrax 
which annually occurs all over Great Britain. 

“ During the year under report, 720 outbreaks of anth- 
rax were specially inquired into from the laboratory, of 
which 417 were stated in the first instance to have 
occurred amongst cattle on premises reported to have 
been previously clean. In 245 of the 720 there was 
reason to believe that an error in diagnosis might have 
been made, while in 92 instances no material for further 
inquiry could be obtained. It appears from our control 
examinations that at least 207 outbreaks should be de- 
ducted from the total «n account of errors in diagnosis.” 

One naturally feels great diftidence in venturing to 
criticise the report of so eminent a member of the pro- 
fession as the Chief Veterinary Officer of the Board, but 
I tly rezret the use of the expression—“ for statisti- 
cal purposes at least.” 

A cynic has classified deviations from the truth 
according to their obliquity as lies, d—d lies, and statis- 
tics, and it is proverbial ihat statistics many be made to 
prove anything. Without the aid of the Anthrax Order 
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of 1910, any statistician or barrister worthy of his 
calling would find no difficulty in proving anthrax to 
be on the increase or decrease according to the views of 
the party who employed him: probably for a slight 
augmentation of fee he would be able to prove that it 
ew non-existent, or if need be, that it never existed 
at all. 

Whilst thoroughly approving of the collection of 
statistical information on all matters appertaining to 
animal health and disease under circumstances which I 
propose to mention later, | here urge that the statistical 
side of the question is the one of least importance as re- 
gards anthrax: I regard it as of very minor conse- 
quence whether the percentage of error in diagnosis be 
10 per cent. or 50 per cent., or whether the whole of the 
720 cases inquired into at the laboratory, or only one- 
fourth of them were affected, so long as the predominant 
fact remains unquestioned that anthrax, whether on 
the increase or not, is very commen throughout the 
country. 

If this be taken as granted, and I do not think any- 
one will seriously dispute it, one is justified in asking 
the question ~What effect will the new Order have on 
controlling the disease ¢ 

For statistical purposes it is unquestionably an im- 
provement, if we accept the fundamental principle that 
the local veterinary inspector is infallible in the diag- 
nosis of the absence of the disease: if this principle be 
not accepted one cannot see how the statistics will have 
their accuracy enhanced by this Order. 

Apart from the statistical side of the matter one can- 
not see how the Anthrax Order of 1910 is any improve- 
ment on its predecessor as far as controlling the out- 
break or spreading of this terrible disease, unless it be 
that secret information has been given to the constabu- 
lary on how to do the trick, which it is undesirable to 
commmunicate to the profession or public at large. 

A conspicuous omission from the report in question is 
the lack of reference to the cases of anthrax which are 
never brought to the cognizance of the authorities: I 
should be disposed to congratulate any person on his 
cheery and optimistic nature who believes that 50 per 
cent. of the deaths from anthrax in this country are ever 
reported at all, and although such a suggestion is obvi- 
ously very debatable it is impossible of proof. There 
are nevertheless many factors which point to such being 
the case, and on these I propose to make a few observa- 
tions. 

According to the Report for 1909, “the number of 
animals reported as affected with the disease was 1698, 
made up of 1244 cattle, 70 sheep, 310 swine, and 74 
horses.” 

ratnsy 4 the same year (1909) the live stock returns 

t 


showed the live stock population of Great Britain to be 
as follows: 
Cattle. Horses. Sheep. Swine. 
7,020,982. 1,552,993. 27,618,419. 2,380,887. 


Even if the whole of the 1244 cases reported in cattle 
had proved on examination not to be anthrax, that alone, 
under present circumstances, could not be accepted as 
evidence that the disease was of rare occurrence, as that 
fizure only represents a very small number of the 
sudden and unexplained deaths which occur in cattle. 

It is a daily experience of practitioners to hear of the 
“bad luck ” one’s clients have had since you were last in 
attendance there : sometimes it is a cow who hanged 
herself, and it is astonishing to think of the predilection 
of cattle for this method o transmigrating to the happy 
hunting grounds : it has often filled my heart with sad 
ness to think that an apparently innocent and amiable 
cow, to all appearance ruminating peacefully on the 

nsward ina peaceful valley, is actually contemplat- 
ing the horrible crime of cdl tanwenion,” and failing 


the necessary permit for the purchase of poisons or fire- 


arms is about to end her sorrows by the aid of the 
hempen cord. 

Another old friend is the cow or horse which, “ died 
before we'd time to fetch you,” but which the knacker 
assured them, “ had burst its bowels with being too well 
done to,” and one of the greatest of all scourges to stock- 
owners is that terrible disease, “ inflammation,” the 
only constant symptom of which is that, “it went off 
just like Vother one, only more so.” 

1 suggest tentatively that it would not be unreason- 
able to suspect that anthrax may be evident in some cf 
these cases, while to suggest that out of over twenty- 
seven million sheep only seventy died of anthrax is 
evidently a piece of official humour. Sheep, like silver 
in the days of Solomon, are counted as nought where 
many are kept, and even the small holder who only 
winters a few ewes or hogs never troubles to report if 
one or all die: the removal of the fleece is all that con- 
cerns him in such cases, and the cause of death is 
assumed to be “ gassed,” fluke, or drowning. 

With Swine a different factor comes into play: all 
cases of deaths of pis are supposed to be due to swine 
fever, and the owner proceeds to administer the last 
rites, @ da Sir John Moore, and the village constable is 
thus baulked of his legal prey. 

In Horses, as is well known, anthrax has been fre- 

uently mistaken for colic, both by the profession and 
the laity : it is quite possible that many cases of anth- 
rax are thus diagnosed, and enteritis presumed to be the 
cause of death. Sudden deaths and hangings are also 
not unknown amongst horses, although suicide appears 
to be much less popular amongst them then in cattle, 
possibly owing to the fact that they generally have less 
time for brooding over their troubles. 

It may be stated as a general truth in all cases of 
rapidly fatal illnesses and found deads, that unless a 
veterinary surgeon is called in anthrax will never be re- 
ported : almost all such cases go the knacker’s yard and 

et, as is well known, this disease is never reported from 
except when more than one death has 
occurred at a place, in which case the knacker may 
report to save risk of proceedings against himself for not 
notifying. Weare seldom called to a dead cow unless 
its death has been recently preceded by another, and 
one asks what would have happened had only one 
animal been affected fatally : the obvious answer is that 
no one would have been any the wiser. 

As long as anthrax is present in the land statistics on 
its frequency and distribution as collected by the Board 
are only of academic interest, they cannot be 1 to 
appeal to the stockowner who has suffered from the 
ravages of this disease. 

An innocent farmer may reasonably be expected to 
report sudden deaths which might be anthrax or other 
notifiable disease : the more enlightened stockowner un- 
fortunately does not regard the village constable as 
being the last word in knowledge of animal diseases, so 
with the aid of a spade, or a_knacker’s digester, he pro- 
ceeds to “clear his premises” in the minimum of time 
and with the minimum of trouble and expense. It is 
greatly to be regretted that such is commonly the case, 
but the reasons for his action are certainly good ones 
and not difficult to seek, and I propose here to brietly 
enumerate some of the causes which have brought about 
the attitude of farmers towards the Contagious Diseases 
Animals Acts. 

1. The fact that scheduling is synonymous to police 
control and, in many cases, slaughter. 

The average Briton has a healthy and vigorous objec- 
tion to police supervision, and this, I am informed on 
good authority, has grown into an absolute dread since 
the bloodthirsty Battle of Stepney: one trembles to 
imagine what might happen if some impetuous Minister 
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for Agriculture should determine upon the complete 
eradication of scheduled diseases from infected premises 
by the aid of mounted police and Horse Artillery. 

2. The continued presence of police in uniform on 
premises from which contagious disease has been 
reported. 

tis natural that the presence of police should be 
associated with crime of some sort, and the farmer who 
has assisted the authorities by reportinz suspected con- 
ious disease resents having his place turned into a 
minature parade ground for the police. Under the 
— regulations police must be employed, but one 
ere suggests that only one should be on the premises 
at once, and that he should be in plain clothes whilst on 
this 

3. The diagnosis of disease by the Police Inspector. 

It is evidently a bitter joke to a stockowner who has 
had a lifelong experience of live stock, and reports the 
suspicion of some disease about the presence of which 
he is doubtful, to receive a notice stating that “I, A.B., 
of —— being the Inspector appointed by —— the Local 
Authority for the County -—— hereby declare that it ap- 
pears to me that —— exists or has within ten days 
existed,” etc., etc., when A. B. no_ possible 
qualifications which justify him in any such suppo- 
sitions, 

Here, again, I submit that if police control must 
continue, which Heaven forbid, let the farce of diagnosis 
be discarded at once, for the restrictions can be put in 
force equally well without it. 

4. The great waste of time by the Local Auteority in 
acting after receipt of notification. 

This, as many of you are well aware, is such a grave 
evil as to constitute a scandal. It is by no means un- 
common for carcases of animals which have died from 
anthrax to lie for days in a cowshed and the owner pro 
hibited from removing the same although hygiene and 
common-sense point out the urgent necessity of doing 
so. This is one reason which would certainly prevent 
the most law-abiding farmer from reporting a second 
time, and one can assert in an equally law-abiding man- 
ner that his action is well justified, as he sees, of course, 
that such wicked neglect cannot in any way assist in the 
suppression or control of disease, and therefore takes 
prompter and more efficacious measures on his own 
account. 

This of course cannot be blamed on anyone but the 
local authorities, who probably have no idea of the 
actual state of affairs. 

5. Practically no assistance or information is given to 
the owners regarding the source of outbreak. 

In many cases, particularly of anthrax, it is extremely 
difficult to form an idea as to how the premises became 
infected, but when one contrasts the wholehearted inves- 
tigation as to the origin of an outbreak of typhoid, 
scarlet fever, or other similar disease amongst humans by 
the Medical Officer of Health with the lukewarm police 
ae in an anthrax outbreak, it certainly ap- 
pears that much may yet be done to improve this source 
of grievance. 

6. The absence or inad 
ance for losses sustained 
disease. 

Compensation must primarily be considered as a re- 
compense to en individual who assists the State in the 
suppression of a source of national loss, and not to in- 
demnify a person against the ordinary accidents or losses 
of trade or business, but there are certainly reasons, 
which I shall mention later, which I think clearly show 


uacy of compensation allow- 
y outbreaks of contagious 


that the agriculturist is entitled to very much more con- 7 


sideration in this matter than he receives at present. 
Before leaving this part of the subject I should like 

to call your attention to the Parasitic Mange Order of 

1908, where it is stated :— 

Section 3 (1) (i). The horse, ass, or mule so affected 


shall not be moved out of the stable, shed, field, or other 
premises specified in the notice, except with the written 
authority, and under the supervision of an inspector of 
the local authority, and only to some other place of de- 
tention ; and during the detention it shall from time to 
time, as often as may be necessary, be treated by the 
owner thereof with some dressing or other remedy for 
parasitic mange approved for that purpose by a veteri- 
nary inspector of the local authority.” 

(ii.) No other horse, ass or mule shall be moved out 
of the stable, shed, field, or other premises unless on each 
occasion immediately before the movement it is treated 
with some dressing or other remedy for parasitic mange 
Ta for that purpose by a veterinary inspector of 
the local authority.” 

The first thought which strikes one on reading these 
sections is that the framer of this Order had overlooked 
the paramount fact that exercise is ‘probably the finest 
skin tonic known when grooming is forbidden, as in this 
case ; and that to treat a bad case of mange in a dark, 
dirty, and insanitary stable, and the affected animal in 
low condition, as is generally the case, isan almost hope- 
less task. I venture to suggest that to briskly exercise 
the affected animal before dressing either on public or 
private road or field conveys little risk of infection com- 
pared with the likelihood of contamination by owners, 
grooms, possibly veterinarians, and even the inevitable 
man in blue who would, of course, see that the exercis- 
ing was properly performed under the necessary pains 
and perils in default thereof ax by statute provided. 

The second thought is brought up by the fact that 
where a veterinary surgeon is attending such a case his 
dressing must be approved by the veterinary inspector 
to the local authority. This is a pernicious principle, 
and one on which I could write rather more forcibly 
than politely ; one cannot imagine the treatment of a 
person suffering from notifiable disease by a medical 
practitioner having to be approved by the medical ofticer 
of health ; yet this would only be analogous to the Order 
in question. 

I do not pee to further review the Acts and Orders 
dealing with contagious diseases of animals, but will now 
turn to the question of control of these diseases by the 
local authorities. 

To emphasise the <n gern of this matter I wish 
here to quote the animal census from the agricultural 
returns of June 4th, 1910, which gives the live stock 
population as follows for Great Britain :— 

Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. 
1,545,287 7,037,298 27,101,140 2,349,897 
which, of course, means an aggregate value of many 

millions sterling. 

These figures, are, however, too cumbersome for the 
purpose of this paper, and [ propose therefore to confine 
myself to those for the County of Lancaster, as that is 
the one with which most of us, and our Association, are 
most intimately associated. 

The animal population of Lancashire on June 4th, 
1910, was as follows :— 

Sheep. Pigs. 


Horses. Cattle. 
44,106 227,416 324,484 69,932 


and to give an approximation of the value which these 

represent I have valued them at the rate of £15 per 

horse, £8 per head of cattle, sheep 15/-, and pigs £1 10s. 

per head, which I think is certainly on the low side, 

especially as regards pigs and sheep at that time of the 
ear. 


On that basis the value of the live stock in Lanca- 
shire is :-— 


Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. 
£661,590 £1,819,328 £243,363 £104,898 
or a total of £2,828,179. \ 
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During the preceding year licences were also taken 
out in the county for 195,462 dogs ; if these were only 
worth the cost of the licences their value would be 
£73,298, giving a total of £2,901,477, or approximately 
£3,000,000. 

It is impossible for me to give data as to what each 
of the County Boroughs expended on the welfare of the 
live stock domiciled within their gates, but as the bulk 
of these animals enumerated above reside within the 
administrative county one naturally turns to the County 
Council year book for information on this point. 

In the list of payments of the General Purposes 
Account the following item appears 

By Contazious Diseases (Animals 
1894, viz., Inspectors, Printing, and 
penses .... £855 7s. 3d. 

And on the Receipt side of the balance sheet :—To 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, viz., Penalties 
received from clerks to Courts of Summary Jurisdiction 
£29 7s. 3d. Costs from defendants under Parasitic 
Mange Order, 1908, £4 15s. ; so that the net expense to 
the County in carrying out these Acts and Orders was 
the sum of £821 5s. 

No details are given beyond these, so one can only 
surmise how the gigantic sum of £855 7s. 3d. was ex- 

nded, but one may hazard the opinion that it might 
ap follows : Printing and Stationery, £300 ; Police, 
£400; Veterinary Inspectors’ fees, £100; Coals and 
quicklime, £50; and the remaining £5 7s. 3d. for anti- 
septic gargles for the officers in charge of administra- 
tion. These —— are not advanced as being authentic, 
but are probably as relevant to the amounts spent on 
scientitic control of disease as those y the 
County Auditor. 

Lancashire may be taken as typical of the average 
British county as regards administration for the welfare 
of animal health, probably little better nor worse than 
any other county—with a few exceptions, where the 
matter is more thoroughly pursued. It isa great mis- 
fortune that agricultural committees of all County 
Councils do not take this matter up much more 
thoroughly, as it is of immense importance ; I venture 
to believe that animal diseases are of greater importance 
than Black scab, Diamond-backed moth, or American 
gooseberry mildew. 

On looking through the list of seventy-five officials 
of the Lancashire County Council one is struck by the 
fact that with the exception of the Medical Officer of 
Health, and, of course, the heads of the Constabulary, 
there is no one to advise or assist the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Sub-committee with the exception of 
the eleven coroners who collectively cost £4,969 19s. 4d. ; 
it might thus appear that the temporal welfare of the 
“found dead,” if one can conceive of such a thing, costs 
the County almost six times as much as the welfare of 
its live stock to the value of £3,000,000. 

On the other hand the cost of the Public Health 
Department was £1,366 18s. 10d., the Sale of Foods and 
Drugs Acts £2,393 10s. 1ld., and the Midwives Act 
£978 2s. 6d., and the medical inspection of school 
children £3,279 10:. 5d., all of which amounts I regard 
as being very necessary and certainly far from extrava- 
gant in proportion to ,the importance of these depart- 
ments. One may here quote the great authority Dr. 
Parkes :—“It has been proved, over and over again, 
that nothing is so costly in all ways as disease, and that 
nothing is so remunerative as the outlay that augments 
health, and in doing so augments the amount and value 
of the work done,” and it would be a godsend to agri- 
culture if all ange Councillors throughout Great 
Britain would apply that observation to animal health 
and endeavour to carry out its principle. 

Comparisons are proverbially odious, so I do not pro- 
pose to dissect the County Budget as is the manner of 


Acts, 1878 and 
iscellaneous Ex- 


that ubiquitous individual who writes over the signa- 
ture of “ Dis.usted Ratepayer,” and select items of 
heavy expense for which there is apparently no return ; 
it is only natural that an individua aoa regard that 
department in which he takes most interest as being 
most important and worthy of having most money spent 
upon it, but I do urge the plea that in no county is 
sufficient money spent on the important question of 
animal health. 

During the year ending March 31st, 1910, an Elemen- 
tary Education Rate of 5d. in the £ produced in the 
County of Lancaster the sum of £211,090 17s. 6d. ; in 
the same period the sum of £855 7s. 3d. was expended, 
as previously mentioned, on the Contazious Diseases 
(Animals) Acts, and on the same assessment this repre- 
sents a rate equal to only one-fiftieth of a penny in the 

und—which even the most niggardly municipal re- 

ormer could hardly condemn on the score of extrava- 


nee. 
othe Public Health Act of 1872 made it compulsory 
for each of the newly made Urban and Rural Sanitary 
Authorities to appoint a Medical Officer of Health, and 
the Town Planning Act of 1907 makes it incumbent 
— every County Council to do the same ; the wisdom 
of so doing, and the indispensable nature of the work 
performed by the gentlemen who hold these offices is so 
obvious to all hygienists that it needs no further 
comment. 

The Local Government Board have issued many 
Orders and Regulations relating to Public Health and 
the duties of Medical and Sanitary Officers, and one half 
the salaries of these officers comes from Imperial taxes 
in the form of the Exchequer contribution account. I 
have perused many of these Orders and Regulations 
without finding any reference to the employment of 
police in the control of notifiable diseases, and one won- 
ders if it can be that the Right Honourable John Burns 
is unaware of the profound knowledge of disease possess- 
ed by the constabulary, or is it that the medical frater- 
nity, through sheer bitterness and advanced “ trades- 
unionism,” have conspire together against that august 
body to prevent them using those scientific faculties 
which the Board of Agriculture finds so invaluable in 
safeguarding our flocks and herds from contagious 
disease. 

The tone of most of these circulars is always in appre- 
ciation of the good work done by medical officers of 
health, and one could greatly desire that the Board of 
Agriculture might read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them with a view to the better application of 
knowledge instead of brute force to the eradication of 
animal diseases. 

It is manifestly impossible within the scope of this 
paper to do more than touch upon the frin-e of my sub- 
cag hye I should like here to suggest a few alterations 
to the present system, which is so entirely out of date as 
to be worthy of being considered comedy or tragedy 
according as to whether the reviewer is merely a re- 
viewer, or an unfortunate farmer whose stock had been 
ravaged by disease. 

The most objectionable feature of the Act of 1894 is 
in Section 43, which states : (1) The police force of each 
lice area shall execute and enforce this Act and eve: 

rder of the Board of Agriculture.” If this meetin | 
be pondered over sufficiently it brings up visions of 
police-ridden Russia rather than merrie England, or one 
wonders if it is possibile that the authorities are aware 
that we are now living in the year of our Lord, 1911. 

It also suggests a new recreation for police barracks 
suitable for recruits, and happily named, “Hunt the 
Microbe,” compared with which, “Hunt the Slipper,” 
or similar games seem feeble and puerile: tracking the 
spoor of a illus is a most ennobling pastime, and 
calculated to bring out all that is best and manliest in a 


| | 
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youth. W.S. Gilbert has delivered the exhortation : 


“Stick close to your books and never go to sea 
And you all may be Rulers of the Queen’s navee,” 


and one may in like manner adjure the village constable 
to stick close to his baton, with the ultimate object of 
becoming an Insp: ctor under the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act. 

As an agriculturist and a profound well-wisher of the 
Board of Agriculture, I should greatly like that body, in 
conjunction with the County Councils, extend its sphere 
of usefulness in regard to looking after the welfare of 
our animal population, and this, I venture to believe, 
can best be done by decentralisation of administration, 
and by letting, or, if need be, making, each County 
Council have an efficient department for that purpose. 

Naturally, the sordid question of expense must be 
considered, but I here fall back upon the quotation of 
Dr. Parkes which I have given previously. 

Whatever the expense may be, the agriculturist as a 
very large payer of the county rates is entitled to get 
back a little bit more of his own than he does at 

resent. This point might be carried much further, but 
do not wish to enter into the controversial question of 
the rating of agricultural land. 

Maternity homes, free vaccination, free diphtheria 
anti-toxin, free meals, free elementery and higher edu- 
cation, dispensaries, hospitals, infirmaries, ambulances, 

risons, asylums, homes for the deaf, dumb, blind, 

me, and lazy, free inquests and free burial, provide 
for the welfare of all and sundry from birth to the grave: 
the only solace, however, for the wretched stuckowner 
when his animals are stricken is—free police supervision. 
Should he, however, seek to drown his sorrows in the 
flowing bowl, he has the further consolation of reflect- 
ing that he may have the luxury of passing the evening 
of life in the arid atmosphere of an inebriates home. 

It is the duty of all of us to loyally support the Board 
of Agricultnre and to see to it that it remains, or rather 
becomes, the one and only authority to deal with all 
questions relating to animal health, down to rats sus- 

ted of plague. Knowing well the energy of the Local 

overnment Board, it behoves the Board of Agriculture 

pe 9 bestir itself Jest its functions be entirely sup- 
planted. 

Art. 34 of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act of 
1878 placed the administration of the Dairies, Cowsheds 
and Milkshops in the hands of the Privy Council, but 
in the Act of 1881, Sec. 9, these powers are placed in the 
hands of the Local Government Board. his was an 
unfortunate and retrograde step: the proper authority 
to administer this Act was the Board of Agriculture, 
which should have created the necessary machinery b 
the employment of veterinary surgeons by local authori- 
ties to carry out the provisions of this Act, and all other 
Acts and Orders of the Board of Agriculture. 

The effects of this Order are seen in the late Pure 
Milk Bill and its accompanying still-born Order of the 
Board of the Board of Agriculture dealing with Tuber- 
culosis : had the Board kept control of Dairies and Cow- 
sheds from 1886 till the present Tuberculosis would 
have been far less prevalent and much information would 
have been collated regarding this disease. It is a piti- 
able state of affairs that the L.G.B. should introduce 
legislature which is ame | within the province and 
duty of the Board of Agriculture : the welfare of animals 
necessarily means the purity of their produce and pro- 
ducts, and is clearly within the ambit of the Board of 
Agriculture. Few medical officers will dispute the fact 
that supervision of dairies and cowsheds is the work of 
a veterinarian, purely and simply, and I have not yet 
met one who did not heartily agree with that view : to 
hold contrary views would be as idle as to suggest that 
a veterinarian was the proper person to take —_ ofa 
hospital or a maternity home. 


In the Board of Agriculture Act of 1889, Section 4 


S$: 

“Tt shall be lawful for Her Majesty the Queen in 
Council from time to time by Order to transfer to the 
Board of Agriculture such powers and duties of any 
Government Department as are conferred by or in pur- 
suance of any Statute, and appear to Her Majesty to 
relate to agriculture or forestry, and to be of an adminis- 
trative character.” 

If, as is probable, the Local Government Board re- 
quire a qui quo in return for handing back control 
of dairies and cowsheds to the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, one tentatively suggests that the latter body 
should hand over the Fisheries, lock, stock, and barrel— 
if these impedimenta generally accompany fisheries. 
From numerous olfactory observations made in manu- 
facturing towns, I have been forced to the conclusion 
that many fishes, and particularly those varieties which 
are alleged to disport themselves solely in pure lard, are 
not receiving sufticient attention at the hands of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, and I believe the 
medical ofticers of the Local Government Board would 
certainly be the best authorities to superintend their 
health and welfare : should this offer be insufficient to 
tempt the astute President of the Local Government 


Board, one — suggest with great reluctance that the 
Isle rd Wight Disease be also thrown in as a make- 
weight. 


Rates and taxes, like the r, will unfortunately 
always be with us, and I would that I could urge upon 
all agriculturists and stockowners, instead of bewailing 
that fact, to get a bit more of the money spent on the 
welfare cf life stock. The County Budget for Lanca- 
shire for the ensuing year estimates for an expenditure 
of £1,349,683, of which £724,337 will have to raised 
by rates, and one wonders if the amount estimated for 
the administration of Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act provides for a more lavish expenditure than 
£855 7s. 3d. as last year. One cannot blame the County 
wholly in this matter, as in the interests of agriculture, 
apart from live stock, the Lancashire County Council is 
very probably a model. 

This paper has already been dragged out far too long 
on account of the magnitude of the subject, of which, as 
I have previously observed, it only touches the fringe. 
I will, however, now draw it to a conclusion by making 
a few suggestions which I think would tend greatly to 
the betterment of the Live stock Industries. 

I. Control of all measures appertaining to the wel- 
fare of live stock in health or disease by the Board of 
Agriculture. This I think can hardly be controversial : 
we have heard much of late in politics of placing the 
greatest burden upon the broadest back, and sookhiy 
this was the principle which induced our forefathers 
to place the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts on the 
shoulders of the Police : apart from that it is difficult to 
see why it might not with equal reason have been 
foisted upon the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the 
Masters in Lunacy, or the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. 

II. Control by the Board of hegeinere of the manu- 
facture, issue, and sale of all Veterinary tuberculin, 
sera, or other biological products. 

III. That the whole of the muney (£140,000 per 
annum) or more if need be, known as the Cattle 
Pleuro-pneumonia Fund, be used each year in distri- 
bution to local authorities for purposes of administra- 
tions and compensation, and that each local authority 
raise a sum equal to the grant by local rates for the 
same purpose. 

IV. That the Veterinary Department of the Board 
of Agriculture carry out all head administrative, statis- 


tical and research work only, and that the diagnosis 
and local administration be carried out 
Authority’s Veterinary Staff. 


by each County 
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V. That each County Council appoint one or more 
whole-time veterinary officers whose duties should be as 
follows :— 

1. To advise the Agricultural Sub-committee on all 
matters relating to the health and welfare of live stock 
in the County. 

2. To advise the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Sub- 
committee on all matters appertaining to scheduled 
diseases. 

3. To advise the Health Committee on all matters 
relating to meat, milk, dairies, aud cowsheds. 

4. Tocarry out all the provisions of the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Acts and Orders, the Dairies and 
Cowsheds Order, and any other Acts and Orders of 
the Board of Agriculture. 

5. To act as Chief Inspector of cowsheds, dairies, and 
all buildings and premises where animals are housed 
or kept ; slaughterhouses and knackeries. 

6. To act as Chief Inspector of meat and markets. 

7. To act as Chief Inspector of fairs, sales, animal 
wharves, cattle docks, and colliery stables. 

8. To inform himself, and also the al Authority and 
the Board of Agriculture, on these or any other allied 
subjects : to see to the proper carrying out of the 
duties of his assistants, and all acs professional 
duties as may from time to time be required. 

In conclusion, I would suggest that scheduling be 
much more extended for purposes of collecting informa- 
tion, and that reports of all obscure or fatal disease be 
invited, free of police restriction, and with a view to re- 
ducing mortality and increasing the useful life of 
animals ; that compensation be more liberal, an1 that 


vaccines and sera be distributed gratis on the lines of 
small-pox vaccination. 


I append a list of diseases which I think might with 
advantage be scheduled, some on account of their 
alarming frequency, others their gravity, and others 
their local incidence. This list might be greatly exten- 
ded or reduced, but I venture to submit that much as 
yet remains to be learnt of them : 

Abortion, Black-quarter, Distemper, Distomatosis, 
Filariasis, Contagious foot rot, Louping-ill, Omphalitis, 
Tuberculosis, Tetanus, Strangles, and Sclerostomiasis. 

I may add that the control of animal diseases means 
much more than merely a lowering of the death-rate ; I 
cannot do better here en quote the words of Dr. Lyon 
Playfair :—“ The record of deaths only registers, as it 
were, the wrecks which strew the shore, but it gives no 
account of the vessels which were tossed in the billows of 
sickness, stranded and maimed as they often are by the 
effect of recurrent storms.” <A sentiment which we, who 
earn our daily bread by ministering to the animal sick, 
can honestly endorse. 

[ feel you must be wearied by this inordinately long 
paper : the great importance of the subject must be my 


apology. 


Mr. Mattinson was congratulated on the excellence of 
his paper. Several members expressed pleasure, and 
thought that in order to do justice to it the paper should 
be printed and a copy sent to each member, so that a 
full discussion cobld take place at the next meeting. It 
was resolved to adopt this course. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman brought the meeting 


to a close. 
G. H. Locke, Hon. See. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


To 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- ___Glanders Shee 
Mouth (including Counties [| Scab.| Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals [ Farcy) Affected | 
Period. Con.) Re. | Con.| Re. | Out- | Ani- | Out-| Ani-| Animals | Out-] Out- | Slaugh- 
ported firm’'d 'ported breaks| mals. fbreaks| mals.| Attacked [breaks] breaks. tered. * 
Week ended May 20] 17 | 1s 5 10 Hertford 2 2 10 640 
1910 33 40 6| 20|\Kent 1] 2] 37 | 553 
| 19 21 15/49 48 | 378 
1908 24 2% | | 23| 55|London 2] 2] 57 | 199 
Total for 20 weeks,1911] 391 480 1 18 83 | 235 | Notts 1 296 933 10041 
1910 620 764 146 | 360 |Cityof 41 307] 483 | 449¢ 
ae 1909 57] 761 249 | 971 | Edinburgh { 440] 654 | 5992 
1908 485 661 3 112} 320 | 1070 618 711 3580 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 23. 1911. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended May 20 | 3 2 4 
Corresponding Week in 1909... 1 1 1 1 2 ons 
4 1 | 100, 
Total for 20 weeks, 1911 5 5 an 1 2 38 231 49 816 
1910 4| 6 33 320 36 | 831 
Corresponding period in {1909 3 % . one 42 265 16 143 
1908 4 7 Le) 257 74 1616 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 22, 1911 


N°Tr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

As a Member of Council since 1893 I appeal to 
you once more to honour me by placing me again 
in that position. 

I have endeavoured during my term of office to 
work for the general benefit of the whole of the 
profession, and hope to do so until the end of my 
career. 

We are now passing through an eventful and 
anxious time in our history with regard to 
finance, and the promotion of the much needed 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill. If elected I shall do my 
utmost to assist in bringing both to a successful 
issue. I have time at my disposal, and my past 
record of attendances will give you an idea that 
your interests have not been neglected.— Yours 
faithfully, 

t ALEXANDER Lawson. 


Manchester, May 22. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

Four years ago you did me the honour of elect- 
ing me as one of your representatives upon the 
Council. To the best of my ability I have assisted 
to guard the interests of the profession during 
these years, and I again offer my services to you. 

I am one of the greatest enemies to quackery, 
but I have found the powers of the Council to cope 
with this evil have been seriously handicapped by 
the lack of funds. Now that there is a reasonable 
chance of this lack being overcome I suggest that 
my services may be of more use to you in the future, 
should you care to elect me, than they have been in 
the past. 

In any case my services are always at the com- 
mand of my profession.—I am, gentlemen, yours 
faithfully, 

Water Burt. 

Edward Street, Brighton. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The following medals, granted by the Highland and 
Agricultural Society, the late Prof. Allen Thomson, and 
Principal McCall, and certificates of merit were awarded 
in the different branches, as follows : 

Chemistry.—Eric E. MacLachlan (medallist and first 
class certificate), Wm. Watt, and T. Timoney (second 
class certificates). 

Biology—Eric MacLachlan (medallist and first 
class certificate), T. M. Timoney (first class certificate), 
Wm. Watt and J. B. Storrock (second class certificates). 

Junior Anatomy.—Wm. Watt (medallist and first 
class certificate), Eric MacLochlan (first class certificate), 
Thos. M. Timoney (second class certificate). 

Senior Anatomy.—Englebert F. Angler (medalist 
and first class certificate), Jas. M. Dawson (first class 


a Quinten A. Stewart (second class certi- 
cate). 

Physiology and Histology.—James M. Dawson (medal- 
list and first class certificate), E. F. Angler and Tom T. 
Taylor (first class certificates). 

and Keir (wedallist and 
first certificate), J. L. Taylor (first class certificate), 
A. Ferguson and Thos. Menzies (second class cer- 
tificates) 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics.—D. Keir (medal- 
list and first class certificate), Thos. Menzies (first class 
certificate), J L. Taylor and A. Ferguson (second class 
certificates). 

Hygiene and Dietetics—D. Keir (medallist and first 
class certificate), R. M. Lawson and J. L. Taylor (second 
class certificates). 

Veterinary Surgery.—Obstetrics and shoeing (written 
exam.)—H. Johnston (medallist and first class certificate 
J. Cunningham (first class certificate, P. Meikle and J. 
Gibson (second class certificates). 

Veterinary Medicine (written exam.)—H. Johnston 
(medallist and first class certificate), J. Cunningham 
(first class certificate), P. Meikle and J. Gibson (second 
class certificates). 

Practical Examinations—Horse as to age, soundness, 
operations, etc.: Cattleand sheep as to age, soundness, 
operations, ctc.—John Cunningham. 

Parasitology.—John Gibson (medallist and first class 
certificate), John Cunningham (first class certificate), 
pina Meikle and H. M. Johnston (second class certifi- 
cates). 


R.S.P.C.A. and Vivisectfon. 


At the eighty-seventh annual meeting of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, held 
on Friday afternoon, May 19, at the Society of Arts, 
with Colonel Edward Ward in the Chair, 

The Hon. STEPHEN COLERIDGE moved that Lord 
Leigh and the Earl of Plymouth should be elected 
members of Council instead of Lord Cheylesmore and 


was a Vice-president of the Research Defence 
and Mr. Stockman was a licensed vivisector. 
tion was that there sat on the Council of the Society a 
vivisector who had expressed in evidence views in oppo- 
sition to the policy laid down by the Society. 

Dr. REINHARDT seconded the motion. 

Mr. STocKMAN said he was invited to become a mem- 
ber of the Council, and he had an assurance that he 
would not be joining an anti-vivisection society. He 
would yield to no man in his desire to prevent suffering 
to animals. The question was not a personal one, but it 
was whether that t Society was to have its useful- 
ness destroyed by being turned into an anti-vivisection 
society on the demand of Mr. Coleridge. 

Mr. E. F. BosanqueEr pointed out that Mr. Stockman 
was really the respresentative of the Board of Agri- 
culture on the Council, and it would be a great mistake 
if he were turned out. 

The CHarRMAN said Mr. Stockman was Chief Veter- 
inary Officer to the Board of Agriculture, and Lord 
Lord Cheylesmore had done much useful work on behalf 
of the Society. 

A vote on the motion, in which the members of the 
Council who were bce: did not take part, resulted as 
follows : For Lord Cheylesmore, 63, against, 59. For 
Mr. Stockman, 57, against, 55. The motion was, there- 
fore, declared lost, and Lord Cheylesmore and Mr. 
Stockman retained their seats on the Council. 

Mrs. THARP moved, and Lady Pender seconded, the 
following resolution: “That Lord Cromer, ‘being the 
President of the Research Defence Society, upholds 
vivisection, and should, therefore, be led upon to 
resign the position of Vice-president of this Society.” 
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The CHAIRMAN pointed out that Lord Cromer’s posi- 
tion was an honorary one, to which he was appointed 
as a special recognition of his services in Egypt on be- 
half of the Society. 

against the Spurious Sports Bill—(“ Shame !”)—and he 
was not a subscriber to the Society, which would be re- 
duced to ridicule if he remained as Vice-president. 

Mrs. PENN GASKELL declared that, if Lord Cromer 
had rendered service in the past, they should give him 
a medal, and ask him to retire. (Laughter). 

On a vote being taken the motion was carried by 53 
votes to 48.—Daily Telegraph. 


The Dissemination of Tuberculosis. 


In these days of multiplying anti-tuberculosis socie- 
ties, disseminating anti-tuberculosis literature broad- 
cast, a paper on the Prevention of Tuberculosis for 
medical men which contains nothing absolutely new 
might seem superfluous. Yet there are ways of co- 
ordinating information and so presenting it as to make 
it more easily assimilable—a sort of opsonic treatment 
of knowledge—and we find an example of such treat- 
ment in a —— on the Prevention of Tuberculosis by 
Professor D. A. Welsh, of the University of Sydney. 
Professor Welsh points out that the many obstacles to 
the overthrow of tuberculosis all arise from one or more 
of three well-defined attitudes of mind—ignorance, care- 
lessness, and selfishness. The first two are self-evident 
-in all their manifestations. The last is exemplified 
when fads and fancies are clung to which conflict with 
precautions that we know ought to be taken. Even 
medical men entertain a reluctance to enforce restric- 
tions on their own patients, and allow them little liber- 
ties that they would condemn in the case of others. 
As to the question of ignorance, Professor Welsh 
divides the source of infection to be guarded against into 
two classes—dangers arising from infection by bacilli of 
-human origin and those arising from infection by bacilli 
of bovine origin. In regard to the first, he points out 
that the full realisation of the forms in which discha 
from the human body may be infective, and the infective 
agent therein transmitted, calls for imagination—scien- 
tific imagination—so that we can picture in our minds 
the paths that may be travelled by the bacilli from an 
infected to a healthy person. He discusses the disposal 
of sputum, and calls attention to the fact that even when 
the rags into which the patient spits are destined to be 
burnt, pockets and hands may be contaminated unless 
care is taken during the interim. He advises in prefer- 
ence always to spit into a vessel containing a disinfec- 
tant. He lays stress also on the almost invisible spume 
that is projected from the mouth in coughing and speak- 
ing, the infectiveness of the fluids of the mouth, which 
may be transmitted by the cup, the spoon, the fork, the 
towel, the sheet, to say we of the envelope, the pos- 
tage stamp, the kiss—to which we would add the dirty 
habit of putting money in the mouth, and the licking of 
the thumb to turn over and many more that the 
“scientific imagination ” can call to mind. Then there 
is the tendency of the medical man to euphemise about 
lungs being “a little weak,” out of consideration for the 
tient’s feelings and those of his friends, instead of 

efinitely asserting tuberculosis and insisting on proper 
precautionary measures. Then, too, note is not suffi- 
ciently taken that the faeces commonly contain tubercle 
bacilli, even when none can be detected in the sputum, 
and even when there is no expectoration. The urin 
sinuses from diseased bone or glands, and patches o 
lupus may all disseminate bacilli, and we must call 
scientific imagination into play to realise the many 
activities that may be the means of transmitting them 
from these sources. 
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But it is when he comes to s of the dangers from 
bovine infection that Prof. Welsh is most forceful. He 
analyses the evidence called forth as a result of Koch’s 
startling dictum in 1901 that human and bovine tuber- 
culosis were not interchangeable. This evidence, Welsh 
says, tends to show that bovine tubercle bacilli are not 
uncommonly the agents which infect man, that they 
are highly virulent to children, and that they are con- 
veyed in cow’s milk. It is possible to distinguish 
tubercle bacilli of bovine origin from those of human 
origin under the microscope, in culture media, and 
on inoculation of animals. We are,  therefo 
enabled to assert positively that bacilli having al 
the characters of the bovine type have been isolated 
from tuberculous lesions in man ; and Welsh suggests, 
as probable, that the number of human lesions origin- 
ally due to bovine infection is even higher than is at 
present known, for bacilli introduced as bovine forms 
may have taken on the human wn the result of 
successive cultivations in the human body. The evidence 
on this point is not beyond dispute ; but there is all the 
weight of a priori possibility in its favour. Professor 
Welsh discusses at length the paths of infection, and 
considers that while all mucous membrane is vulnerable, 
perhaps the most vulnerable point is the tonsillar region, 
which is in direct line of both respiratory and alimen- 
tary introduction of the bacillus. He insists on the 
importance of heating all milk, and considers the sim- 
plest method to be the best—namely, to raise all milk to 
the boiling point and then allow it to cool, taking care 
to keep the vessel covered so that no “skin” is formed 
to protect the bacilli therein contained against the full 
effects of the heat. Prolonged boiling he holds to be un- 
necessary. If all the disadvantages (real and imaginary) 
due to heating are put against all the dangers due to 
not heating, the balance appears to him largely in favour 
of heating the milk. 

A general refusal to drink unheated cows’ milk would 
be a great step in the prevention of tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis has, according to Mohler and Washburn, 
of the Bureau of Animal Industry, Washington, been 
mapas stamped out in a community of pigs, which, 
ike children, are susceptible to bovine bacilli and are 
commonly infected by cows’ milk, with a similar selec- 
tion of tissues for the lesions. Denmark some years ago 
set the example of Fg pigs. Prof. Welsh sug- 
gests that children should enjoy the same advantages. 
—The Lancet. 


MEADOWS’ SUTURE AND LIGATURE 
KNOTTER 


Is especially designed for the purpose of knotting 
sutures and ligatures in | ac gone difficult or impossible 
to reach with the unaided hand. It also does away 
with tangling amongst the ends of a series of sutures 
during tying. It can also be used as a blunt or sh 
probe, a director, or a ligature carrier. The knot tied is 
absolutely secure, and is the smallest and neatest possi- 
ble, and cannot slip loose during the process of tying (as 
often ae with hand-tied knots). With a little 
practice the knots can be tied very quickly and neatly. 


ARNOLD & SQNS LONOGN 


The instrument is very useful for tying deep ligatures 
or buried sutures. 

To tie knots with this instrument, the ends of the 
suture are picked up and held between the thumb and 
finger of one hand, and pulled in between the arms of 
the instrument to near the bend. The thumb and finger 
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then let go the ends of the suture, and take hold of it 
below the instrument. (Fig. 1). 


The instrument is then moved downwards and around. 
forming a simple loop with the thread, and then moved 
around the part of thread below the thumb and finger 
and back through the loop already formed. (Fig. 2). 


The instrument is then pulled or pushed on till the 
ends of the thread come out from between the arms, 
the hand holding the instrument changing its hold at a 
convenient time, leaving the knot formed around 
the long arm (Fig. 3). 


The thumb and finger then let go their nt hold, 
and again take hold of the ends of the thread. The 
knot is then passed downwards, by a pulling or rollin 
motion of the instrument pulling against the finger an 
thumb, till the suture or ligature is sufficient] tight 
(Fig. 4), and then the instrument is withdrawn, leaving 
the knot completed and in place. 


Fic 4 


ARNOLD SONS 
LONCON 


The instrument is manufactured in a variety of sizes 


Death of a Dog.—Damages. 


At North Shields County Court, on Thursday, May 4, 
Mr. Joseph Phillips, of St. Roman’s Road, Monkseaton, 
was awarded £25 and costs against Fred Sowerby, of 
hae Road, Whitley Bay, for the loss of a pedigree 

Mr. Charles E. Layne, Newcastle, who appeared in 
support of the claim, said Punch was a year and four 
months old at the time of its death. On December 27, 
it was being taken down Park View, Whitley Bay, by 
by Master Eric Phillips, a son of the plaintiff, when it 
suddenly ran away from the boy and entered a butcher’s 
shop, in which Sowerby was engaged. The boy ran 
after it into the mys and observed it pass round behind 
the counter. He followed it, got hold of it by the collar 
and was leading it from behind the counter when the 
defendant kicked it on the body. The dog yelped with 
pain. The boy took it out of the shop, and immediately 
afterwards it fell over upon its side and died. 

Mr. J. P. Isherwood, veterinary surgeon, Blyth, said 
he made a post-mortem examination of the og, and 
found that death was due to syncope following upon a 
severe blow or shock. 

Juseph Phillips, the plaintiff, valued the dog at £25. 
It was a gift to him from a local breeder, but it had a 
pedigree which made it an extremely valuable dog be- 
cause of its strain. 

Mr. R. B. Stephenson, the owner of the sire, and a 
well-known breeder and judge of bulldogs, said that 
quite apart from any successes the dog might have ob- 
tained in shows, it would undoubtedly have been in great 
demand as a stud dog. 

Mr. Dodds (cross-examing): Is it not a fact that a 
brother of this dog, whch was given to Mrs. Farnsworth, 
dropped down dead in the street —No. 

is Honour : It is not necessary to assume that be- 
cause one dog dies suddenly that sudden death runs in 
the dog’s family. : 

Mr. Farnsworth, Guisborough, Yorkshire, gave evi- 
dence as an expert about the value of the dog. Its im- 
mediate grandsire, Champion Royal Stone, cost its 
owner £800. Witness was the owner of Tyneside Peggy, 
and he presented Mr. Phillips with Punch. The = 
would have been worth anything between 30 and 40 
guineas at the present day for stud purposes. 

The defendant and another butcher, named Thomas 
Henry Lishman, who was in the shop on December 27 
a came in, both denied that the dog received 
a kick. 

His Honour said it was an unfortunate business for 
Sowerby. There could be no doubt he did not intend 
to kill the dog.— North Mail. 


Veterinary Inspector—or Not (?) 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Aberdeen County Council on Friday, 12st inst., a letter 
was read from Mr. James Thomson, M.R.C.v.8., resigning 
his position as veterinary inspector for the County, 
which he had held since 1865. It was to record 
in the minutes an appreciation of Mr. 
and valuable services to the county. 

The convener of the county Gir. Duff, of Hatton) 
raised the question of the necessity of filling the vacant 
post in view of the fact that the Board of Agriculture 
was now very closely in touch with their veterinary 
inspectors. Hes ted that they should not make any 
appointment, but that they shoul oe a small com- 
mittee to inquire as to whether such an office was now 
necessary or not. This was to, and a committee 


omson’s long 


and forms by Messrs. Arnold and Sons, Giltspur St: 


of five was appointed to consider the matter.— NV. B.A. 
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The Treatment of Bovine Infectious Vaginal 
Catarr 


The Austrian agricultural paper Wiener Landwirt- 
schaftliche Zeitung states that the Royal and Imperial 
Ministry of Agriculture in Vienna has again allotted a 
sum of K. 10,000 towards the purchase of “ bissulin” 
and copper sulphate-alum tablets for use against bovine 
infectious vaginal catarrh in the province of Upper 
Austria. That the Kingdom of Bohemia has likewise 
allotted a similar sum for the same purpose, and other 
parts of the Austrian Government intend to do the same. 


Motor Cars in Dublin. 


Some time ago the Dublin Corporation a 
resolution requesting the Local Government rd to 
fix a rate of —e for motors at the same limit as is 
prescribed for horse traffic within the Dublin city bound- 
ary. In consequence of the serious results that such a 
by-law would impose upon medical motorists practising 
in Dublin, a meeting was convened last week with the 
object of organizing medical resistance to the proposed 
restriction. The first resolution, which was proposed by 
Sir Christopher Nixon, was to the effect that, in the 
opinion of the meeting, further restrictions on motor 
traffic in the city of Dublin were unnecessary for the 
protection of the public and would seriously hamper 
members of the medical profession in the discharge of 
their duties. In seconding this resolution, which was 
adopted, Mr. Arthur Benson pointed out that the statis- 
tics in London showed that the motor car was the safest 
vehicle on the streets. A committee was ae for 
the purpose of instructing council to lay the views of 
the meeting before the representative of the 
Government Board appointed to make the inquiry, and 
to take such further steps as might be desirable.—7'he 
Lancet. 


Personal, 
Dovetas.—At Threave, Irvine Road, Kilmarnock, on 
14th inst., the wife of Alex. Douglas, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., 
a son. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE ‘ONE PORTAL” 
Sir, 


Mr. Walter Packman, of Bury, Lancashire, in his elec- 
tion address published in The Veterinary Record, and also 
circulated in letter-form to the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, makes the following 
statement : 

‘* .. .. there is a direct and imminent attack about 
to be made upon it (the ‘‘One Portal System’’) by the 
University of Edinburgh, and not for the first time. It will 
be remembered that only a few years ago that University 
endeavoured to obtain powers to not only granta Veterinary 
Degree, but also a license to practise in opposition to our sole 
right to grant such license.’’ 

As one closely associated with the movement, I feel it my 
duty to state that the University of Edinburgh does not 
contemplate, and has never in the smallest degree contem- 
plated the possibility of obtaining powers to grant a license 
to practise. The draft Ordinance prepared some years ago 
contained the express condition that no one who was not a 
Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons could 
obtain the Degree. The new draft at present under con- 
sideration contains the same stipulation. The new draft, 
moreover, does not permit the University to examine on 
purely professional subjects (medicine, surgery, obstetrics 
etc.), but confines the examinations to the more scientific 
subjects of chemistry, biology, anatomy, physiology, patho- 
logy, etc. In other words, the proposed Ordinance follows 
almost precisely the requirements exacted by the University of 
London for the Degree of B.Sc., in Veterinary Science, with 
the additional stipulation that no one may proceed to the Degree 
until he has obtained a place on the Register of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Even the most casual reader must admit that herein there 
is not even the shadow of a menace to the ‘‘ one ports! ’’ 
system, but rather a desire to do for the North what the 
University of London has already done for the Southern 
part of the Kingdom. 

Clearly Mr. Packman’s misstatement arises out of the 
fact that he has not made himself acquainted with the 
clauses of the proposed Ordinance: and, doubtless, his 
sense of honesty will lead him to take the earliest opportu- 
nity of saying that he is mistaken. 

In lusion, I should like, with the utmost emphasis, 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wak Orrice, WHITEHALL, May 19. 


Forces. ArMy VETERINARY Corps. 
The undermentioned Lieuts. to be Capts. : 

J. Harrison, T. Bone. Dated May 12. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
J. Blakeway to be Lieut. Dated Feb. 24. 


It was the most earnest wish of His Majesty Kin 
Edward VII. to commemorate the Union of the Sout 
African Colonies by presenting a medal to those who 
have rendered agli service in connection with the 
establishment of the Union, or with the opening of the 
first Union Parliament. 

Up to the time of his lamented death, His Majesty 
showed the keenest interest in the institution of this 
medal, as a record from himself personally of the great 
Peace and Union. 

By Command of His Majesty King George V. 

* * * * 


Lieut.-Colonel James Irvine Smith, Transvaal Veteri- 
yg receives the Union Medal. 
vernment House, Cape Town. 
April 15. 


to deny the implied disloyalty of the Edinburgh School 
towards the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and to 
say that the School is actuated only by a very earnest 
desire to spare no labour in promoting the advancement of 
the interests and status of the profession.—I am, yours, etc. 
O. Cuarnock Brap.ey. 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, May 24. 


“ RE CRUELTY TO A HORSE. 
ir, 


Re cruelty case South Western Police Court, in your 
issue of May 13th: There was nobody saw the mare being 
thrashed, and it was the policeman’s evidence of her being 
so, to get her off the tram lines, which the carman abso- 
lutely denied. 

The mare, ‘‘a white one,’’ was stopped for being lame, 
and it was then the blood spots were seen on her hind legs, 
the inference being they must have been caused by the 
whip. Undoubtedly they were so, but may have been 
caused without any intentton of being cruel. 

I may say I did not enter the witness box with any inten- 
tion of denying the cruelty, but of trying to palliate the 
offence, the carman not being a practical man. 
Hoping you will give this explanation the same publicity 
as your Daily Mail report.—Yours respectfully, 
James Bonn, M.R.C.v.8. 

4I Scratton Street, Finsbury, E.C. 

May 23rd. 


Communications for the Editors to be addressed 20 Fulham 


Road, London, 8.W. 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Association oF VETERINARY OrFicers oF HEALTH 
Pres: Mr .William Robb, F.n.c.v.s., Glasgow. 
Hon, Sec: & Treas. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.R.0.v.s., 
Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.3.0.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.0.v.8., 
, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 

Carz or Goop Horz V.M.S8. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.n.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. R. W. Paine, F.R.c v.8. 


Centrat V.S8. 
Pres. Mr. W. 8S. Mulvey, F.R.c.v.s., 
Skansen, Baddow Road, Chelmsford 


Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R.v.v.8., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m, 
CrntraL Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Centrat V,A. oF TRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Healey. m.nr.c.v.s., Midleton 
Aon. Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter. F R.c.v.8., Queen st., Limerick 
Trexs; Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.0.v.s., Ennis 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T.G. He tley, u.n.c.v.s., Woodbridge 
Alon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Sidney Smith, Junr., m.R.c.v.s. 
37 High Street, Lowestoft 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J, Gibson, 16 Overdale Gdns, Langside, Glas, 
Ver. Mep. Assn. or 
Pres; Prin. A. E, Mettam, v.s., Coll., Dublin 
Hon, Sec: Mr. A. Watson, m.B.c.v.8., 
Municipal Buildings, Cork Hill, Dublin 
Hon, Treas: Prof. Craig, m.a., Royal Vety. Coll., Dublin. 


Lancasuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, u.n.0.v.s., 
Town Hall, Manchester 
Hon. Treas: Mr. W. Packman, m.8.c.v.s., Bury, Lancs. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. G, H. Locke, m.n.c.v.s., 
Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. W. W.Grasby. m.n.c.v.s., Daventry 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. W. Townsend, F.R.0.v.8., 
Long Stantén, Cambridge 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
UNIVERSITY bf <=: 
: Mr. J. T, Share-Jonos, r.r.c.v.s., Uni 
Hon. Secs: Prof. H. E. Annett, The Oniverelty _ 
Arnold Richardson, m.R.c.v.8., 
111 Arundel Avenue, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 
Ver. Assn. or Manrtona. 
Pres: Dr. W. A Dunbar, Winnipeg 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Dr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 
Mrptanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H.L. Pem erton, m.n.c.v.s., Bridgnorth 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


Vetertnary Mepica Association. 
Pres. Mr. H. Watkins Pitchford, Govt. Bacteriologist, 


Pietermaritzburg 
Hon. See. & Treas. Mr. J. B. Collyer, 
Vety. Inspector Natal Police, Pietermaritzburg 


Nationan Vet. Association. 
Pres- Mr. T. Salusbury Price. u.x.c.v.s. 30 Brixton Hill, s.w. 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.n.c.v.s; London, 8.W. 
Treas: Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, r.n.c.v.s., 
Ryl. Vet . Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 


Natrona, Veterinary Bengvotent & Morvan 
Derren 


cz Society. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.8.c.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. See: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.x.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchest: r 


Norra or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.8.0.v.8. 
27 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Hon. See : T. T. Jack, m.z.c.v.s., 3 Elmwood Ter, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


or Irnruanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, F.n.c.v.8., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.x.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Norra or Scorzanp V.M.S8. 
Pres: Vet. Capt. Cl. ment Baxter, m.n.c.v.s., Kigin 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas : Mr. G. Howie, u.n.c.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


Norra Wates V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. R. 8. Rowlands, m.n.c.v.s., Abergele 
Aon. Sec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, .r,c.v.s., Carnarvon 
Hon, Treas. Mr. R. Jones, m.8.c.v.s., Towyn, Merionethshire 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Onranro V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., Loncon, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Onturio 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. J. Me*lett, u.n.0.v.8., Henley-on Thames 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. G.P. Male, m.n.c.v.s., Reading 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Rovan Scorrisn V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.z.0.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Rovan Verermary M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. See: Mr. 8. Gorton,’™.8.0.v.8. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, T. J. Davis. 


Scorrise V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. James Peddie, F.n.c.v.s., Dundee 
Hon. See: Mr. A. Gofton, m.n,c.v.8., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Counties V.8. 
Pres: Mr. W. Hunting, F.n.c.v.s., London 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.z.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, x.8.0.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Souts Durnam anv Norts Yorxsuiee V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. G. R. Du ‘geon, m.n.0.v.8., Sunderland 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.B.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Deo. 


Transvaat V.M.A. 
Hon. Mes Krogersd 
Hon. Mr. J.M. M.R.C.V.8., D.v.8. Kr 
Hon. See: Mr. J. G. Bush, u.n.0.v.s., Piet Retief, 1 Reavest 


Vicronma Vetermary Benevotent Fonp. 
Pres. Mr. E. Coleman, Crofton, Tooti: g Grave ey 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: W, Freeman Barrett, Esq. 
Fountain Court, Temple, r.c. 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. E. Whitemore, 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.2.0,v.8., Bi 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, ™.n.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


es: Mr. Hug! M.R.C.V.8., East Ki 
Hon. Sec: @ Mitchell, u.n.0.v.s., 
1291 Argyll Street, Sandyford 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorasuree Ver. Association 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Lazenby, m.n.c.v.s., Tadcaster 
Hon. See; Mr. J Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. A. McCarmick, ™.3.0.v.8., 
Kirkstall.road, Leeds 


\ 


